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Abstract: Slavery has existed as a constant element in the social and economic life of
all nations of antiquity such as Babylon, Egypt, Greece and also of many nations of
Europe. The word ‘dasa’ in the Rgveda generally stands for the opponents of the
aryas. It 1s possible that when the dasas were vanquished in battle and taken prisoners
they were treated as slaves. In the Rgveda however, there are not many passages
where the word ‘dasa’ can be said to have been used in the sense of slave. Kautilya’s
Arthasastra gives very important provisions about slaves. He says that the mlecchas
are not punishable if they sell or pledge their children, but an arya cannot be reduced
to slavery. He then prescribes that if a relative sells or pledges a stidra who 1s not born
as a slave or a vaisya or ksatriya or a brahamana, he should be respectively fined 12,
24, 36 and 48 panas and that if a stranger sells or pledges the above then the vendor,
the vendee and the abettors will be liable to the first, middle and highest
ammercements and whipping respectively. He allows the pledge of even an arya in
family distress.

Keywords: Slavery, dasa, siidra, dasi

Slavery has existed as a constant element in the social and economic life of all
nations of antiquity such as Babylon, Egypt, Greece and also of many nations of
Europe. It was however left to such Christian nations of the West as England and the
United States of America to carry on the institution of slavery in the most horrible
manner possible never dreamt of by any nation of antiquity, viz. by sending out
kidnapping expeditions to Africa to collect slaves, to huddle them in ships in such
unspeakably filthy conditions that half of them died on the voyage, to sell them to
plantation owners and others like chattel.

The word ‘dasa’ in the Rgveda generally stands for the opponents of the aryas.
It is possible that when the dasas were vanquished in battle and taken prisoners they
were treated as slaves. In the Rgveda, however, there are not many passages where the
word ‘dasa’ can be said to have been used in the sense of slave. In Rgveda VIIL.56.3
we read ‘thou maddest a gift to me of one hundred donkeys, of one hundred fleece-
bearing ewes and one hundred dasas’.! It appears that here dasa means slaves or serfs.
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Abstract:

Family is a firm foundation of social life in India. Family stands on the strong
stone of faith and fraternity. Kutumba in Indian culture starts with a small group and
goes for up to the concept of the whole world “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam”, the whole
world is one family or the Vedic idea “Yatra visvam bhavatyekanidam” where the
whole world become a nest. We may call duality of mother father or wife-husband,
but one thing is certain that man and woman are two cycles of the cart of household
life. One is incomplete without the other. The most important factor which nourishes
the Indian family life is marriage. Ancient family life was bound by sixteen samskaras.
Marriage was the most important among then.

Keywords: Family, Kutumba, father and mother, society, marriage
Introduction:

Family 1s a firm foundation of social life in India. Family stands on the strong
stone of faith and fraternity. Family is a noble conception, a unit of society and a way
of life. Kula, Parivara or Kutumba is the backbone of household or garhasthya. In
ancient times Indian seers had conceived the concept of family and old Sanskrit
scriptures have a vivid account of all constituents of a family. The purpose of this
system was to lead a life full of happiness. An idea progeny was born in an ideal
environment of a family and welfare of all was intended in the welfare of a family.
Different Sanskrit texts from early Vedic age have been depicting the structure of a
family, as it was a peculiar achievement and successfill accomplishment of Indians
which India can boast of. The concept of family starts from a small unit of two to
twenty or more persons originally coming from one linege (kula or Vamsa) living
normally under one roof, having normally one kitchen. This family had one master to
control it, he or she being the eldest member of the group.

The idea rooted in the conception of a family was that amongst all the Asramas
the grhastha asrama or the house holder’s asrama is the best as Vasisthasmrti says:

“TJUNATHAIOT  Jeeaeq fafrsaa
Manusmyrti also states: T 3d A5s:
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ABSTRACT The Madhuparka is offered to rtvika or priests when they are chosen for a sacrifice, to a snataka who

has come to one’s house, to the king, to one’s acarya, father-in-law, paternal and maternal uncles. Manusmyti I11.120
says that a king and a snataka are to be honoured with madhuparka only when they visit one’s house in a yajiia. On
Yajiiabalkyasmrti 1109, Visvaripa says that madhuparka is to be offered to the king only and not to any
ksatriya.Several Grhyasttras describe madhuparka as a part of the marriage rite, while others like Asvaldayana
Grhyasttra describe it independently. Others like Hiranyakesi Grhyasutra describe it as part of Samavartana.

Keywords: Madhuparka, arghya,Grhyasitra,honey

Introduction:

The word of Madhuparka literally means ‘a ceremony in which honey is shed or poured’.[!l The Niruktal2l
refers to the usage of offering Madhuparka with the madhuparka repeated thrice. The
AitareyaBrahmanasays that if the ruler of men comes as a guest or anyone else deserving of honour comes,
people kill a bull or a cow (that has contacted a habit of abortion) refers to Madhuparka, Blthough that word
is not actually used. In all Grhyasitras it is described at length. Most of the details are same, the main
difference being that often different mantras are prescribed, though some are the same like the verse
‘matarudranam’. The Madhuparka is offered to rtvika or priestswhen they are chosen for a sacrifice, to a
snataka who has come to one’s house, to the king, to one’s dcdrya, father-in-law, paternal and maternal
uncles.#IThe bride-groom, when he comes to the bride’s house, is to be honoured with Madhuparka because
he also is generally asndtaka. Thedcarya is one who performs one’s upanayana and teaches the Veda. The
ManavaGrhyasitral.9.1, KhadiraGrhyasitralV.4.21, Yajiabalkyasmrti 1.110 say that six persons deserve
Madhuparka (arghya) viz. rtvika,dcarya,the bride-groom, the rdjd, thesndataka and a person who is dear to
one. Some like BaudhayanaGrhyasiatraadd ‘Atithi or Guest.5lVide Dharmasutra of Gautama
V.25, ApastambaGrhyasitral3.19-20, ApastambaDharmasitra 3.8.5-6, BaudhayanaDharmasttrall.3.63-64,
Manusmpti 111.119. It is laid down that if the persons enumerated come to one's house within a year after
madhuparka has been once offered, then it need not be offered again, but when a marriage is being
celebrated in one's house or a yajria is being performed then madhuparka must be offered to those persons
even if one year has not elapsed since the madhuparka was previously offered. DharmasitraofGautama
V.26-27 ApastambaDharmasitra  11.3.8.6, Yajiabalkyasmrti 1110, KhadiraGrhyasitra 1V.4.26,
GobhilaGrhyastitra IV.10.26.

Yajiiabalkyasmrti 1.110 says that Rtviks are to be honoured in eachyajiia, even though severalyajiias are
performedin the same year.[SIManusmrti I11.120 says that a king and a sndataka are to be honoured with
madhuparka only when they visit one’s house in ayajia.l710n Yajnabalkyasmrti 1.109, Visvartupa says that
madhuparka is to be offered to the king only and not to any ksatriya. Medhatithi on Manusmrti [11.119 says
that when a king, whether a ksatriya or not, comes to one's place madhuparka was to be offered, but not to
stdra king. According to Grhya prarisista the madhuparka is to be performed according to the rites
prescribed in the §akha of the receiver and not of the giver.[8l]

The procedure of madhuparka is set out from the As$valayanaGrhyasitra 1.24.5-26 “ He pours honey into
curds or clarified butter if no honey can be had.” A seat, water for washing the feet, arghya water, water for
idcamana, honey mixture, a cow; every one of these they announce three times.[®IThe person to be honoured
should sit down on the seat made of northward pointed darbha grass with the verse “1 am the highest one
among my kindred, as the sun among lightings. Here I tread on whomsoever bears enmity to me.” Or he
should repeat this verse after he has trodden on it. He should make the host wash his feet; the right foot he
should hold out first to a brahmana for washing and the left to a §tdra. When his feet have been washed, he
receives the arghya water in his joined hands and then the perform acamana with the water for sipping with
the formula ‘thou art the seat or firstlayer of ambrosia.’[10]

He should look at the madhuparka, when it is being brought to him, with the mantra ‘I look at the with the
eye of Mitra’. He accepts the madhuparka in the joined hands with the formula ‘by the command (urging) of
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One-Many Dichotomy in the Philosophy of Parmenides: A Philosophical Inquiry
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ABSTRACT

Parmenides was a prominent Pre-Socratic thinker belonged to Eleatic school. He used the phrase what is instead
of being in his philosophy to define the ultimate reality. It is one, unique, a unity, intelligible, eternal, infinite,
motionless, changeless, indivisible, etc. On the contrary the phenomenal world and its existing things were
opposite in nature of being. Both what is and the existing things of the phenomenal world cannot be real
simultaneously. So, there is a dichotomy between these two concepts. The aim of the present study is to provide
a possible rational solution of this dichotomy. The critical method mainly used in the present study.
Simultaneously the help of the method of deductive and analytic also taken. The solution of the concerned
subject proposed from the perspective of epistemology.

Keywords: Being, What Is, Dichotomy, Paradox, Logic, Epistemology

Parmenides, son of Pyres, is a citizen of Hyele, Elea. He is a pre-Socratic philosopher belongs
to Eleatic School, born about 504-500 B.C. Parmenides leaves a number of fragments on multiple
subjects, such as psyche, heavenly bodies, etc. However, the present discussion does not emphasis on
these concepts rather than his concept of what is or being or reality. Parmenides does not use the term
Reality or Being in the extant fragments but what is. Later the several authors use the term being or
reality instead of what is. Parmenides sets his theory of being against the Heraclitus’s theory of
Impermanence. Before going to discuss the main theme of this paper is relevant to mention that he
does not designate any particular physical thing as the referent of the phrase what is. However, all the
pre-Socratics do not as follow as Parmenides. “Atomists, clearly referring to the doctrine of
Parmenides, identify Being with the body...” (Zeller, 1881: 590). His ancestors, the monist Milesian
thinkers and his subsequent, the pluralist Milesian thinkers and the Greek Atomists also discuss over
this issue. The monist Milesian thinkers consider ‘single’ physical element as the ultimate reality of
everything. However, everyone does not regard the same as the ultimate reality. It changes from
thinker to thinker, such as- Thales regards the water, Anaximenes regards the air and Heraclitus
regards the fire as an ultimate reality of all. Moreover, they explain the multiplicity of the visible
world in terms of ultimate reality.

Parmenides is quite different from his predecessors concerning this subject. However, little
bit similarities get find between the concept of being of Parmenides and Anaximender. Both
Parmenides and Anaximender consider the being is one, eternal, infinite in space etc. Anaximander, a
Milesian philosopher nonetheless his concept of being differentiates him from other monist Milesians.
It is true he also explain the visible world like other Milesians. However, he does not specifically
consider any particular element such as- air, fire etc. as being as other Ionians. This is why he is
different from other Milesians. He just says the being is boundless. It is common for both Parmenides
and Anaximender that they do not refer any particular corporeal thing by the mentioned terms. So it
would be reasonable, if no body ascribes the characteristics of Apeiron and what is to any particular
thing.

In this regards somebody may ask that Parmenides does really influence by the
Anaximander’s concept of being. It is very difficult task to find out the certain answer of this
question. Perhaps Parmenides partly influences by Anaximander’s theory of being. Anaximander
believes the phenomenal world as well as all the existing things of the world is the product of
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The Concept of Steya in the Dharmasastra

Dr.Tarak Jana*

Abstract
Steya refers to theft and is commonly classified as one of the

mavaharpada in the ancient Dharmasastras. When a thing is taken
a;vay secretly, it is steya, as opposed to sahasa (robbery). Steya define a
major type of crime for which a person may be tried. From Rgveda
X.4.6 it appears that thieves were desperate and bound people with
ropes and from Rgveda 1.191.5 that thieves (taskara) appeared at
night. Yajravalkyasmrti 11.266-268 indicate the various ways in which
thieves may be detected and caught viz. by the police officers
recovering a part of the booty from a man or by tracing foot-steps or
by seizing one who has been often found to be a thief, or by finding
out that the man suspected cannot state his place of residence and
they recommend that on suspicion others may be caught, if on being
questioned they attempt to conceal their caste or name or if they are
found addicted to gambling, wine and women or if their mouth
becomes dry or their voice changes or if they spend lavishly though
they have no ostensible means of earning or those who sell lost or
second-hand goods or who move about in disguise or who are found
making inquiries about others' houses or wealth.
Keywords - Steya, theft, sahasa, smrti.

Steya refers to theft and is commonly classified as one of the
vyavaharpada in the ancient Dharmasatras. Steya define a major type of
crime for which a person may be tried. In the Rgveda there is frequent
mention of taskara, stena and tayu. In Rgveda V1.28.3 says 'may the cows not
disappear from us, may a thief not injure them'. In Rgveda VIIL.29.6 said
Piisan guards the ways and knows of concealed treasures as a thief does’.
From Rgveda X.4.6 it appears that thieves were desperate and bound
people with ropes and from Rgveda 1.191.5 that thieves (taskara)
appeared at night. Tayu (thief) occurs in Rgvedic mantras. The word
stena’ occurs in Rgveda VI.28.7 and means 'one who is a cattle-lifter".
Rgveda VIIL.67.14 indicates that an arena was bound with ropes (when
caught). .

Steya is distinguished from sahasa in Manusmrti VIIL.332, Kaut II1.17,
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Brahman in the Philosophy of Acirya Raminuja and Acarya
Nimbarka

Sukumar Sahoo

Abstract; The Supreme Reality, as considered in the Upanicadic or Vedzanta philosophy, is Brahman.
The commentators of the Vedanta philosophy establish their personal views regarding the nature of
Brahman or Supreme Reality from their unique metaphysical point of views. Brahman, as represented in
the history of Vedanta philosophy, has its two major aspects viz. Brahman as an impersonal entity and
Brahman as a personal God. The Vaisnava Vedantins hold Brahman as a personal God. Here in this
article, the views of two eminent Vaispava Vedantins namely Acarya Riamanuja and Acirya Nimbarka
regarding the Supreme Reality or Brahman w/ill be elucidated and examined through a comparative
study. Additionally, an attempt is made to establish the superiority of the Nimbirka theory of Brahman.
Finally, it is tried to point out the limitation in the consideration of Supreme Reality as a personal God.

Keywords: Brahman, Purusottama, Narayana, Srikrsna, Svagata bhedas, Brahmaparipamavida,
Visistadvaitavada, Svabhavika-bhedabhedavada, Samanvayavada.

Introduction: The Supreme Reality is denoted by the term Brahman in Vedzanta philosophy.
But Brahman is not only an Upanicadic or Vedantic term because it is frequently found in the
pre-upanicadic literature. In Rgveda the word Brahman is understood in various senses, The
term is used in the Rgveda in neuter gender as well as masculine gender.' Sayanicarya points
out the various meanings of the term Brahman. According to him, when it is used in masculine
gender Brahman refers to Brahmin singer or brahmanah stotd, creator Prajapati, Brhaspati,
Brahma etc. and when it is used in neuter gender it refers to prayer, sacrificial object like food,
the cause of the universe etc.

Some western scholars have given their different interpretations of the pre-upanicadic
word Brahman based on the root ‘brha’. According to Pott, Grassmann, Bergaigne, Fick,
Delbruck, Lanman and Deussen the word Brahman signifies God as well as worshipper. Martin
Haug holds that the word Brahman is derived from the root ‘brha’ which means “to grow’. To
him, etymological meaning of the word Brahman signifies that which grows. Though he
describes Brahman as ‘the abstract meaning of growth and welfare’ but finally he understands
Brahman as ‘the productive power of nature which manifests itself in the growth of plants and
all other creatures’?. Max Muller understands it as a propelling power etc. So we have seen
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ABSTRACT

Itis well known that coral reefs are at a high risk of destruction from terrestrial runoff, various
anthropogenic activities and pollution in marine ecosystem. The growth of coral reef and
macro algae depend on the activities of herbivores on it. Here, we introduce a mathematical
model to explain the effect of activities of herbivores on growth of coral reef and macro
algae in a coral reef ecosystem and investigate the time dependent sensitivity index of
parameters on different species.A detailed analysis of the model reveals that the system
undergoes a Hopf-bifurcation when the rate of decline of herbivorous fishes pass through
its critical value. Competition for space and light between coral and algae in herbivore free
system is derived conducting analytical study of the model and coexistence between corals
and algae is also illustrated using numerical simulations.

Keywords: Hopf-bifurcation, Competitiveness, Sensitivity analysis, Sensitivity index, Co-
existence.

2000 Mathematics Subject Classification: 92B05, 37N25.

1 Introduction

Coral reefs are one of the most diverse ecosystems in the world and also provide a well-
studied example of a Complex ecosystems with nonlinear interactions. Corals occupy less
than 0.2% of the sea floor. Yet they cover more than 150,000 kilometers of coastline spread
across more than 100 countries and territories. More than 275 million people live within 10
kilometers of the coast and within 30 kilometers of the coral ecosystem. One-eighth of the
worlds population, about 850 million people live within 100 kilometers of the coral ecosys-
tem and can take advantage of the ecological services provided by the coral reefs (Cinner,
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McClanahan, Daw, Graham, Maina, Wilson and Hughes, 2009; Burke, Reytar, Spalding and
Perry, 2011; Costanza, De Groot, Sutton, Van der Ploeg, Anderson, Kubiszewski, Farber and
Turner, 2014). However, today the coral reefs are in great danger, as they are on the verge of
extinction for a variety of reasons that have resulted in the loss of about 50% of coral reefs
since the early 1980s (Bruno and Selig, 2007; C6té, Gill, Gardner and Watkinson, 2005).
One of the important reasons causing loss of corals is the anthropogenic stresses. Con-
ditions arising out of anthropogenic activities such as climate change, pollution, sedimenta-
tion, and the overexploitation of fish stocks are the primary causes of reef degradation over
the last several decades (Hoegh-Guldberg, Mumby, Hooten, Steneck, Greenfield, Gomez,
Harvell, Sale, Edwards, Caldeira et al., 2007; Keller, Gleason, McLeod, Woodley, Airamé,
Causey, Friedlander, Grober-Dunsmore, Johnson, Miller et al., 2009). Overfishing of herbiv-
orous fishes or eutrophication of seawater, which changes the local environment of the coral
reefs into an environment that are more suitable for macroalgae to grow than that for corals,
may cause the phase shift from coral- to macroalgae-dominated communities (Pal and Bhat-
tacharyya, 2017; Hughes, 1994; Bellwood, Hughes, Folke and Nystrom, 2004). Existence
of hysteresis through saddle node bifurcation and trascritical bifurcation is also observed in
coral reef ecosystems in presence of micro algal toxicity and overfishing (Bhattacharyya and
Pal, 2015; Pal and Bhattacharyya, n.d.). Since microalgae are superior space competitors
than corals macroalgae overgrow corals where the conditions are favorable for the growth of
macroalgae in a reef (Box and Mumby, 2007). The largest group of coral reef fishes that feed
on microscopic and macroscopic algae include parrotfishes, damselfishes, rabbitfishes, and
surgeonfishes. So, the presence of these herbivorous fishes in the reef ecosystem in turn
helps in creating favorable condition for the growth of corals. In addition, harvesting of invasive
Pterios volitans is also considered to be an important factor to maintain the stability of the coral
reef ecosystem (Maji, Bhattacharyya and Pal, 2016).

Competition for space and light are two important factors that determine the structure and com-
position of Benthic communities on coral reefs (Lang and Chornesky, 1990; Karlson, 2002).
Competitive superiority of algae due to reduced herbivory and increased nutrient availability
results into degradation of coralreef ecosystem. Specially, competition between hard corals
and benthic algae becomes a very important factor during Phase shift, where macroalgae be-
come dominant over reef building corals in coral reefs that were previously dominated by reef
building corals (McCook, 1999; Ansell, Gibson, Barnes and Press, 1998; LaPointe, 1989).

We have constructed a model which have been highlighted through out the manuscript. In
this model, we have taken three species i.e algae, herbivores and corals, where growth of
algae and corals follow logistic growth rate (Solomonovich, Bica, Gao and Hailu, 2018) and
herbivores feed on algae (Tolentino-Pablico, Bailly, Froese and Elloran, 2007; Kopp, Bouchon-
Navaro, Cordonnier, Haouisée, Louis and Bouchon, 2010) following Holling type-Il functional
response.

The rest of this manuscript is as follows. In the next section, we have formulated the model.
The mathematical properties of the model is demonstrated in section-3. In section-4, the
system undergoes a Hopf-bifurcation when the number of herbivores decline. In section-5,
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An assessment of monotonic trend in rainfall over the Gangetic West Bengal
(GWB), Eastern India
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ABSTRACT *Cormresponding author; moubhowmick20@gmail.com

Br::;)]l (2;1:3,)]'3 ;n::s :: nfxl::xllan ;he liclpalm-.lempnral variability of monthly, seasonal and annual rainfall trends at 12 districts of the Gangetic West
st homo,geneny o no, n:;“ e p:rl;lod 1?0}-201 8. Th.c Standard No@al Homogeneity Test (SNHT) and Jarque-Bera test have been applied to
S : ty of the rainfall da!a'senes bet."ore applying suitable statistical techniques. Non-Parametric Mann-Kendall test and

. p | stimator ar.e appln.ed t-o detect the monotonic trend direction of rainfall occurrence and magnitude changes over 118 years on monthly.
:2:: fan am;ual basis. Spatial Wterpolalion lfaethcd 15 used to present the rainfall distribution pattern during the time period. The results show lha;

of annual and monsoonal rainfall, the entire southern and south castern part of Gangetic flood plain region have positive trend, while north and
nonh\'\'estc.m part of Rarh plateau region is characterized by negative trend. In winter season, the entire GWB have sxgniﬁcant’ negative trend
especxally in the north and western part of dry and red lateritic zone. A substantial declining rate of rainfall is recorded in the month of Februar}:
(winter) an.d March (pre-monsoon) indicating that winter is becoming drier in nature. In the month of June (carly monsoonal month), a decreasing
trend of rainfall is prominent, whereas an increasing trend is observed in September (late monsoon) and October (early posl-monsoon)’ almost in the
entire GWB, which indicates the shifting of monsoonal character towards the post-monsoon season, i.¢., monsoon is being delayed on 1ts onset and
offset timing. In red lateritic westemn plateau region, monsoon rainfall is dipping, whereas post-monsoon rainfall is increasing. In the alluvium flood
plain and coastal deltaic region, both monsoon and post-monsoon rainfalls have increased over the 20" century.

Keywords: Rainfall, Spatio-temporal change, Mann-Kendall Test, Sen's Slope Estimator, Gangetic West Bengal (GWB), Monsoon.

normal and extreme rainfall events have greatly been
affected by the climate change events (Pai et al. 2014). In
India. monitoring and analysis of rainfall events has come

INTRODUCTION

Our country India is gifted with a vast diversity of natural

resources. Water resource being the most precious of them.
Surface and ground water resources are naturally
replenished by rainfall, which is the only natural input to the
water system and strongly influences the global and
regional hydrological cycle. Rainfall is the most important
climatic variable because it controls the choice of crops for
cultivation and agricultural production (Duhan and Pandey,
2013). Climate change is an important global threat to
human kind in the 21% century. During the last few decades,
the adverse cffects of global climatic change are observed
all over the globe in terms of variation of inter-seasonal,
inter-annual and spatial pattern of precipitation (IPCC,
2007). river discharge, as well as regional water balance
(Milly et al. 2005). Food production and food security,
livelihood and health (Rosenzweig and Parry, 1994:
Campbeli-Lendrum and Corvalan, 2007; Nigussie et al.,
2018) are at great stake because of the adverse impacts of
global climate change. Projection of climatic models
indicate that in 2050, water availability will increase by 10-
40% in high latitude America, Eurasia and wet tropics and
will decreaseby 10-30% in southern Africa, southern
Europe, the Middle East and mid-latitude and tropics (Milly

et al. 2005).

The patterns and characteristics of rainfall have rigorously
been swdied by the researchers throughout the world at

regional or global scale and the outcomes reveal that the

from scientific curiosity along with practical needs because,
the agriculture based economic background of this country
are highly reliant on the performance of summer monsoon.
Hence, rainfall variation. trends and periodicity have most
extensively been studied by the rescarchers and scientists
for nearly 150 years in India (Blanford, 1886; Walker. 1910;
Pramanik and Jagannathan, 1954; Rao and Jagannathan,
1963; Parthasarathy and Dhar, 1976; Parthasarathy, 1984;
Mooley and Parthasarathy, 1984; Thapliyal and
Kulshrestha, 1991; Srivatsava et al., 1992: Sontakke et al.,
1992; Naidu et al., 1999).

In every year, Indian subcontinent experiences huge amount
of temporal and spatial variation in monsoonal rainfall
(Dash et al. 2013) and nearly 80% of the annual rain fall
occurs in four months (June to September) (Jain and Kumar,
2012) during the southwest monsoon season. Analysis of
rainfall data indicates that during the last century, India has
experienced a systematic decreasing trend of rainfall
occurrence in summer monsoon (monsoon) whereas in pre-
monsoon and post-monsoon scasons. the increasing trend is
observed (Dash et al. 2007). Kothyari and Singh (1992,
1996) reported that Agra, Delhi and Dehradun in upper and
middle part of the Ganga river basin, experienced
significant decreasing grend in summer monsoon rainfall
and numbers of rainy day also as a result of diminishing
forest cover area and expansion of population since the
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The Role of Ministers in the Dharmasastra

* Dr. Tarak Jana
M

Abstract:

The word of “Minister " is very important in the administration of the state. Withoul
the help of ministers, the king would not be able to run the state at all. In the Smritisastras,
the state is called Saptanga. In various texts saciva and amdtva have been used in the same
sense, e.g. Arthasastra. Manusmrti. Kam. Manu says that the king should select seven or
eight ministers who should be ancestral, versed in the Sastras, brave, born of high family and
well-tested. Kautilva states that amatyas are of three kinds, the best, middling and inferior. of
which the first must be endowed in full with the qualities set out by him and the other hwo are
deficient by one quarter and a half respectively.The mantrins should. according 10 mosi
authorities. be chosen from among brahmanas. ksatrivas and vaisyas, but not from suadras.
even if the latter be endowed with qualities. The consultation with the council of ministers
was to be in secret.In ancient times the scribes said about the importance of the ministry and
the method of ministry (mantrand) is still important today.

Kevwords:
Amatyas, Mantrin,Parisad, Mantrana

The word of “Minister™ is very important in the administration of the state. Without
the help of ministers. the king would not be able to run the state at all. In the Smritisastras.
the state is called Saptanga. The Saptanga is therefore mentioned in the Mahabharata-
ueeaATeRs TadfaemsEea || The second important element of the seven elements of rajva is the
amatya, which the word may be translated as ‘minister’. There are three words that are
interchangeable though sometimes distinguished. viz. amatya. saciva and mantrin. the first
being the oldest of the three. In the Rgveda. there is the germ of the word *O Agni! Go like a
king riding and elephant. accompanied by his ministers™.” Yaska explications ‘amavan’ as
‘amatyavan'. although two more explanations of the word are offered by him? In the
Baudhayanapitr-medhasiitra, the word ‘amatya’ occurs in the sense of ‘near male relations in
the house’. In the Apastamba dharmasiitra. the word ‘amatya " is used in the sense of minister.
In the Aitareya Brahmana. the word “saciva’ is used in the meaning of helpers. The
importance of amatyas or sacivas is stated in graphic language by several writers. Kautilya
says. “Kingship is accomplished only with the proper help, it is not possible for the king alone
to run the kingdom. a single wheel cannot work (a chariot): therefore. the king should appoint
ministers and listen to their opinions'.(' The Manusmrti state that. it is difficult for a person
single-handed to accomplish even an easy task. how can government particularly. which was
great good as its aim. be accomplished without helpers?’ Matsyapurana 215.2 is the same as
Manusmrti. The word of sacivas are divided into two types, those who give advice (mati-
saciva) and those who execute the business decided upon (karma-saciva) and the word saciva
seems to be a synonym of amatya.® In various texts saciva and amatya have been used in the
same sense. e.g. Arthasastra 1.7.8. Manusmrti VII.54 & 60. Kam. IV.25. 27. Amarkosa states
that the amarya who is a dhisaciva (matisaciva) is called a mantrin, while amatyas other than
the mantrin are called karmasaciva. Amatyabivaba here refers to rank of ministers. This is to
be dete-rmined by one’s capability. Here constant minister (amatya) assigned with proper
POrtfo}los assigning spheres of the time, place and the work, but not as mantrin. Mantrins are
councilors of manrrisav&.ml(autilya states how amatyas are to be tested by upadhas i.e., by
means of tempting them as regards each of dharma. artha, kama and bhaya (fear) and to be
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Taxation in Dharmasastra
Dr. Tarak Jana!
Abstract

In India, the system of direct taxation as it is known today has been

in force in one form or another even from ancient times. Variety of
tax measures are referred in both Manusmrti and Arthasastras. The
wise sage advised that taxes should be related to the income and
expenditure of the subject. He, however, cautioned the king against
excessive taxation; a king should neither impose a high rate of tax
nor exempt all from tax. According to Manusmrti, the king should
arrange the collection of taxes in such a manner that the taxpayer
did not feel the pinch of paying taxes. Kautilya has also described
in great detail the system of tax administration in the Mauryan
Empire. It is remarkable that the present-day tax system is in many
ways similar to the system of taxation in vogue about 2300 years
ago. Arthasastra mentioned that each tax was specific and there was
no scope for arbitrariness. Tax collectors determined the schedule
of each payment, and it's time, manner and quantity being all pre-
determined. Similarly, tolls, road cess, ferry charges and other levies
were all fixed.

Keywords

Tax, kosa, Sulka, Bali, Dharmasastra

Rajdharma has been the subject of discussion in works of
dharmasastra from very ancient times. The fulfilment of their duties
and responsibilities by rulers was of paramount importance to the
stability and orderly development of society and to the happiness of
individuals in the state and therefore one often finds that rajdharma
is said to be the roof of or the quintessence ofall dharmas. According
to almost all of our authorities a state (rajya) is constituted by seven
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